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Reservoir owners and operators in 
Southeast Texas are all familiar with the 

concept of non-native, or invasive, aquatic 

vegetation growing in their waters and the 

various management techniques available to 

help control their existence. Through close 

partnerships with local, state, and federal or

ganizations, especially the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department (TPWD), the Lake Con

roe Division of the San Jacinto River Author

ity (SJRA) manages invasive aquatic plants, 

zebra mussels, and other invasive species 

on the Lake Conroe Reservoir. In addition, 

the Division has developed a program to es

tablish and maintain native vegetation across 

the reservoir and sustain a suitable fisheries 

habitat. 

Lake Conroe invasive species efforts 

have historically targeted three primary spe

cies of plants: Hydrilla, Water Hyacinth, and 

Giant Salvinia. Hydrilla is a submerged and 

rooted plant that generally grows in shallow 

water. Water Hyacinth is a floating invasive 

species with large purple flowers that bloom 

in the summer. Giant Salvinia also floats 

freely on the surface of the water and resem

bles a fern. Each one of these plants pres

ents its own unique challenges, but all three 

can cause serious environmental, as well as 
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economic havoc on an aquatic environment. 

Countless hours have been spent to keep 

these three plants under control on Lake Con

roe. 

There are numerous ways in which in

vasive plahts can get introduced into a body 

of water. The most common way for this to 

happen is when a boat that was not properly 

cleaned, drained, and dried travels 

from an infested lake to a non-in

fested lake. Just like the zebra 

mussel, plants are simply trans

ported via boat and trailer from 

one lake to the other. 

Another common way in which 

non-native plants are introduced to 

a lake is through the aquarium or 

water garden industries. Unfortu

nately, many invasive species are 

actually quite beautiful to look at 

and, though illegal to possess, are 

relatively easy to purchase. Find

ing plants to stock these outdoor 

features is often as easy as a few 

clicks on the internet. There are many ways 

that garden plants can end up in a local boqy 

of water. Often it's through disposal, but they 

can also be carried by animals such as birds 

and reptiles or rising waters during a storm. 

Recently, a fourth invasive plant known 

as Crested Floating Heart has been identified 
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in Lake Conroe. This is a rooted plant with 

heart-shaped leaves that float on the water's 

surface. The plant was first identified on 

Lake Conroe in the headwaters of Little Lake 

Creek. 

In the aquatic plant management world, 

the ability to positively identify plants is the 

single most important skill a manager can 

have. One must be able to distinguish be

tween native plants and non-native plants at 

any time of season. 

In the case of Crested Floating Heart, 

this can prove to be a challenge as many na

tive plants resemble Crested Floating Heart. 
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In particular, Banana Lily, a plant native to the 

Southeast United States, can easily be mis

taken for Crested Floating Heart. One of the 

key indicators that allows aquatic plant man

agers to positively identify Crested Floating 

Heart is the distinct ridge that runs down the 

middle of its leaf petals. 

Fortunately, this plant has been positively 

identified and treatment has already started. 

The plant was identified on October 30, 2018, 

and technicians from the TPWD were on 

Lake Conroe on November 2, 2018, making 

the initial treatment applications. T he treat

ment of choice is a relatively new herbicide 

that is safe for the environment and poses no 

threat to public safety, yet is highly effective 

on this invasive plant. Only specially-trained 

applicators are permited to purchase and ap

ply this new product. Technicians with SJRA, 

in addition to local area contractors, are 

scheduling to be trained on this product, so 

that they too can join in the fight. 

Erradicating an invasive plant like Crest

ed Floating Heart is usually not possible on a 

body of water as large as Lake Conroe, but 

that is the goal of our efforts. What is more 

likely is that this plant will become a regular 

part of the on-going aquatic plant mainte

nance program for Lake Conroe. 

Finally, a special warning to boaters. One 

of several ways that this plant can reproduce 

is through fragmentation. This means that if a 

piece of the plant is broken off by a boat pro

peller or some other means, it can float away 

and reestablish as an entirely new plant. For 

this reason, boaters and recreational enthu

sists on Lake Conroe should take special 

precaution not to damage plants if they see 

them. To learn more about this plant please 

visit: https://www.texasinvasives.org/plant_ 

database/detail. php?symbol=NYC R 

For additional information on invasive 

specifies or the Lake Conroe Division, please 

visit our website at www.sjra.net/lakeconroe 

or call us at 936-588-1111. • 
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