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Agenda 
1) Introduction 

a. Water plant tour discussion- Phil Smith  

b. Discuss OSSF survey results 

c. Present SJRA’s proposed OSSF Order modifications 

d. Historical letter of “no objection” for new development  

2)  Montgomery MS4 permit- Guest Speaker Rick Masters, Carroll &   

Blackman, Inc. (representing The City of Conroe, Montgomery County and 

The Woodlands JPA) 

a. Overview of current Montgomery County and The City of Conroe 

MS4 program 

b. Discussion on the future of storm water regulations in Montgomery 

County and the COC.    

3)   Stakeholder Discussion 

a. Stormwater best management practices 

 



Water Plant Tour 



OSSF Survey Results 

















Major Changes to the OSSF Rules and 
Regulations 

1. Ongoing maintenance inspections by a certified           
maintenance provider  will be required. 

2. Homeowners may inspect their own systems if 
they attend the proper TCEQ maintenance courses.  

3. New lots must connect to a centralized sewage 
system if within 300ft of that system. 

4.Maintenance will be required every 4 months 

5. All domestic wastewater is to be properly treated 
including grey water.    

6. Other detailed but minor changes throughout 



Current Procedures for Stormwater 
Runoff into Lake Conroe  

• No formal SJRA rules in place. 
 

• City/ County stormwater rules apply.  
 

• Montgomery Co./City of Conroe require SJRA 
approval for direct (w/o detention) stormwater 
discharge. 
 

• SJRA requests new developments to mitigate 
pollutants from initial first flush (0.5 inches). 
 



Montgomery MS4 Permit 

 

 

Guest Speaker- 

 Rick Masters, Carroll & Blackman, Inc.  
Representing The City of Conroe, Montgomery County and The Woodlands 

JPA 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

Montgomery County Stormwater Quality Coalition 

Phase II MS4 Permit 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 

Storm Water Discharge Permits: 

Three main types of storm water discharge permits are 

issued by the TCEQ. 

• MS4 Permits (Phase I & II) – Municipal 

Separate Storm Sewer System 

• Construction Permits (Phase I & II) 

• Industrial Permits 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4): 

• TCEQ Definition: Small MS4 (Draft Permit TXR040000) 

A conveyance or system of conveyances including roads with drainage systems, 

municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm 

drains):(i) Owned or operated by the United States, a state, city, town, borough, county, 

district, association, or other public body (created by or pursuant to State law) having 

jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, industrial wastes, storm water or other wastes 

including special districts under State law such as a sewer district, flood control district 

or drainage district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe or an authorized Indian tribal 

organization, or a designated and approved management agency under Section 208 of 

the CWA; (ii) Designed or used for collecting and conveying storm water; (iii) Which is 

not a combined sewer; and (iv) Which is not part of a publicly owned treatment works 

(POTW) as defined at 40 CFR Section 122.2; (v) Which was not previously authorized 

under a NPDES or TPDES individual permit as a medium or large municipal separate 

storm sewer system; (vi) Which does not include very discrete systems such as those 

serving individual buildings. 

 www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

www.cbieng.com www.ms4web.com/Montgomery 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

www.cbieng.com www.ms4web.com/Montgomery 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

Types of MS4 Operators: 

• Cities 

• Department of Transportation Districts (TxDOT) 

• Municipal Utility Districts and Drainage Districts 

• Counties 

• State Universities 

• Military Bases 

• Prisons 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



2000 Urbanized Area 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

The Montgomery County Stormwater 

Quality Coalition 

• The Woodlands JPA  

• Montgomery County 

• City of Conroe (New Member) 

 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



2010 Urbanized Area 



www.ms4web.com/Montgomery 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

TCEQ Phase II MS4 General Permit Requirements: 

• Complete and file a permit application for regulated MS4’s in order to obtain 

permit coverage under the TCEQ’s Phase II MS4 permit. (NOI) 

• Develop and implemented a comprehensive Storm Water Management 

Program (SWMP) in order to reduce the discharge of pollutants from the MS4 

to the Maximum Extent Practical (MEP). 

• The SWMP must conform to the “Minimum Control Measures” as outlined in 

the TPDES General Permit.  

• Public Education\Public Involvement 

• Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

• Construction Site Runoff 

• Post Construction Runoff 

• Good Housekeeping and System Operations 

• Industrial Facilities Runoff (Level 4 Only – Does not apply in Montgomery County) 

• Impaired Waterbodies 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

TCEQ Phase II MS4 General Permit Requirements 

(continued): 

• Submit an Annual Report summarizing all activities each year of the first 5 

year permit term. 

• Fully document all compliance activities and retain records for three years 

after each permit term. 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

Public Education and Outreach 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

Public Involvement and Participation 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

What is an Illicit Discharge? 

• Illicit Discharges are Non-Storm Water 

Discharges except for the Allowable Discharges 

• Common Illicit Discharges 

• Sewer leaks, Failing Septic Tanks or OSS 

• Industrial Discharges, Spills 

• Construction Debris, Sediment  

• ETC. 
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Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

What are Allowable Discharge? 

www.ms4web.com/Montgomery Phone: (936) 539-7839 
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What are Allowable Discharge? 
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Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

What to Look For 
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What to Look For 
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Construction Site Runoff 
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Post - Construction Storm Water Management 
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Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 
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Good Housekeeping / Municipal Operations 
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Good Housekeeping / Municipal Operations 
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Impaired Water Bodies 
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Impaired Water Bodies 

 



Carroll & Blackman, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 

Key Elements To Remember 

• Report suspected illicit discharges 

• Report construction sites without control measures 
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