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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

TRA, SJRA APPROVE OPTION CONTRACT FOR WATER SALES FROM LAKE LIVINGSTON 

Agreement opens door for potential inter-basin transfer from Trinity to San Jacinto basin 

 

  ARLINGTON, Texas – April 29, 2013 – At its regularly scheduled April meeting, the Trinity River 

Authority of Texas board of directors voted to approve an option agreement with the San Jacinto River 

Authority for the sale of up to 50,000 acre-feet per year of water from Lake Livingston.  The SJRA board of 

directors previously approved the same agreement during its regularly scheduled meeting on March 28. 

 

 This agreement represents a key step toward fully implementing the State Water Plan, establishing up to 

a 15-year option period for the two river authorities to complete all steps – including necessary approvals for an 

inter-basin transfer – necessary to move water from Lake Livingston to Lake Conroe.  

“Conducting long-term water supply planning is a responsibility we take very seriously because we 

know it’s essential to our state’s success,” said TRA Board President Harold Barnard.  “We have to get water to 

the people who need it, and that simply can’t be done without strategic partnerships, especially between river 

basins. What we’ve been able to achieve through our partnership with SJRA is a great example of what Texas’ 

major water providers can do when they work together.” 

The agreement requires the payment of an annual option fee equal to five percent of TRA’s approved 

raw water rate. For 50,000 acre-feet of water at TRA’s current rate, the option fee is approximately $238,000 per 

year.  

– More – 
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At a future date, TRA and SJRA will determine appropriate timing for delivery of water from Lake 

Livingston to Lake Conroe. 

 

  “This is just the first step in a long process, but it’s an important milestone for Montgomery County,” 

said SJRA Board President Lloyd Tisdale. “Now we can look 50 to 100 years into the future and have 

confidence that our water supplies can keep up with the extraordinary economic and population growth that 

we’re experiencing.” 

About SJRA 

Created by the Texas Legislature in 1937, the San Jacinto River Authority is a government agency whose 

mission is to develop, conserve and protect the water resources of the San Jacinto River basin.  Covering all or 

part of seven counties, the organization's jurisdiction includes the entire San Jacinto River watershed, excluding 

Harris County.  SJRA is one of 10 major river authorities in Texas, and like other river authorities, its primary 

purpose is to implement long-term, regional projects related to water supply and wastewater treatment. For more 

information, visit www.sanjacintoriverauthority.com. 

About TRA 

The Trinity River Authority of Texas is a conservation and reclamation district providing wastewater and water 

treatment, along with recreation and reservoir facilities, for municipalities within the nearly 18,000-square-mile 

Trinity River basin. TRA also maintains a master plan for basin-wide development and serves as a local sponsor 

for federal water projects. Each TRA operating project is an independent financial entity, and TRA receives no 

tax revenues or appropriations. For more information, visit www.trinityra.org. 
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