By: SJRA GRP Division Staff

Author's Note: So much information has been written about the San Jacinto River
Authority’s surface water project over the past few years that our recent articles tend
to deal with very specific, detailed aspects of the project. However, we have been
reminded recently that new people are moving into Montgomery County every day, and
a brief summary of the issues related to conversion from groundwater to surface water
would be helpful to those just hearing about it for the first time.

For more detailed information, please visit

our website at www.sjra.net.

At this time, Montgomery County is totally
reliant on groundwater for all of its municipal
water supply. Whenever additional water is
needed for a new subdivision or development,
the local water supplier simply drills a water
well. The problem is that Montgomery Coun-
ty’s rapid population growth has caused an
increase in water demand that cannot be met
by our current groundwater supplies. Current
demands have outpaced the ability for our
underground aquifers to recharge. This has
led to alarming declines in water levels in the
county’s aquifers.
Interesting Fact: Aquifers are under-
ground reservoirs of water. Precipitation,
rain, and snow flow into creeks, rivers, lakes,
oceans, and other permeable recharge areas
throughout the region and slowly recharge S
the aquifer. Natural refilling of the aquifers in - WS 0 TRy o e T
our area is a slow process. Water must move Walls being installed at the High Service Pump Station where the treated drinking water is
‘ . pumped into water lines for delivery to Conroe, The Woodlands, and other customers.

& .

24 Dock Line Magazine - Lake Conroe Edition October 2013




WE ARE N®W
ACCEPHNG
NEW PATIENTS

DR. LAURA FERNANDES
[INTERVENTIONAL
CARDIOLOGIST

[S NOW RE-ESTABLISHING
HER CARDIOLOGY PRACTICE
IN CONROE AND

THE WOODLANDS.

il

Sports
19786 Hwy. 105 W,, Ste. 170 (Behind Magnolia Diner)

Aftershock Sports is excited to announce that we have brought
in Michael Miller to start a tumbling program at Aftershock.
Michael was a competitive gymnast which led him to start coach-
ing when he was just 16 years old. Since he began coaching he
has been involved with coaching cheer and dance tumbling as
well as competitive gymnastics.

e Qver 15 years of tumbling, and gymnastics experience

e Coached both Cheer and Dance tumbling

e Worked with dancers from both the Texans and the Rockets.

e Coached competitive gymnastics for over 10 yrs

* Brought a number of cheer teams to regional and national level competitions

- Available class times...
check out our website or
call Mike at
832-725-2683

*Private lessons available on Saturdays or Sundays
Check out our new 24/7 private access for your personal or team needs
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Activated Carbon building.

Prior to adopting its rules, LSGCD con-
ducted aquifer studies which ended up con-
firming the reports of many water suppliers
that the water levels in the county’s aquifers
were declining at a startling rate and had been
since the 1980’s. Additionally, computer mod-
els designed to project future groundwater
supplies showed that without a major reduc-
tion in groundwater use, water levels would
continue to decline and eventually spread to
other parts of Montgomery County that had
previously been unaffected. LSGCD then
proceeded with its rules requiring all large
volume water users to reduce their use of
groundwater and to develop alternative water
supplies.

In response to LSGCD’s regulations and

Walls be)'né placed for tanks at the Granulated  View inside one of the two ground storage

tanks at the water treatment plant.

to the need for a regional solution, the SIRA
began the process of implementing a compre-
hensive water supply program to comply with
LSGCD’s regulations, solve the immediate
groundwater crisis being faced by many water
suppliers, and ensure reliable, long-term wa-
ter supplies for Montgomery County. SJRA’s
vision is to provide reliable, cost-efficient,
and sustainable water resource management
that supports economic and industrial growth
within the region and earns the trust and con-
fidence of SURA's customers.

Interesting Fact: SJRA was created by a
special act of the Texas Legislature in 1937.
Its geographic boundaries cover the entire
San Jacinto River basin, excluding Harris
County. SJRA is a multi-county political subdi-

During Off-Season Storage...

vision and governmental agency of the State.
It includes six counties: Montgomery, Waller,
Walker, Grimes, San Jacinto, and Liberty.
Montgomery County is the heart of SIRA's
service and has been its home for 75 years.
SJRA has played a key role in developing
water resources and providing water-related
services throughout the San Jacinto River
basin. Like other river authorities in Texas,
SJRA has evolved throughout its 75-year
history to meet the specific needs and chal-
lenges within its service area. For a historical
brochure describing highlights of SJRA's first
75 years, visit www.sjra.net.

In order to decrease groundwater usage
and comply with LSGCD’s regulations, SJIRA
has developed a regional Groundwater Re-
duction Plan (GRP). The GRP was offered
as a proposed regional solution to any and
all water utilities in Montgomery County. Ap-
proximately 85 individual water utilities chose
to join SIRA's GRP representing approxi-
mately 80% of the water usage in Montgom-
ery County. By joining SJRA's GRP, these
large volume users are able to reduce their
groundwater usage and meet the require-
ments of the LSGCD in a way that is less ex-
pensive than developing their own alternate
water supply.

To meet the regulatory deadline of Janu-
ary 2016, many construction projects must
take place. At the SJRA main campus, near

STABILIZE and PROTECTyour fuel

in ALL your
equipment

6mbats the Harmful
Effects of Ethanol

& Prevents fuel phase separation

@& Cleans the entire fuel system
& Prevents corrosion

is the answer...

& Adds lubricity to protect elastomers
@& Stabilizes stored gas up to 18 months
& One ounce treats 15 gallons of fuel

& Excellent for two or four cycle engines

& Alcohol free

www.biobor.com
(800) 548-9166
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the Lake Conroe dam, a raw water intake,
treatment plant, two storage tanks, and pump-
ing facilities are under construction. Along
with these facilities, there are approximately
55 miles of large-diameter water pipelines,
metering equipment, and blending facilities
that are being constructed and installed. As
construction of this massive project contin-
ues, throughout Conroe and The Woodlands,
various major roadways may experience pe-
riodic congestion and closures. It is SIRA's
objective to complete the construction cost-
effectively, efficiently, and with minimum in-
convenience to residents and drivers.

The estimated cost for the first phase
of the GRP program is $500 million. This
includes the water treatment plant, transmis-
sion pipelines, raw water costs, engineering,
legal, land acquisition, and other associated
costs. Each large volume groundwater pro-
vider that is a GRP participant pays a pump-
age fee based on the amount of water used
by their customers. The amount of the fee is
calculated to cover the cost of implementing
the GRP program. Each supplier passes the
cost through to their retail customers. SJRA
does not dictate what amount is passed
through; that is solely up to the supplier.
By way of example, a typical single-family
residence uses 10,000 gallons of water per
month (on average), with a pumpage fee of
$1.75 per thousand gallons, this equates to
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a pumpage fee of $17.50 monthly. SJRA re-
cently distributed rate increase inserts, per
the GRP participant’s approved contracts.

In an attempt to help minimize confu-
sion and to seek out various avenues to
help spread the facts about SURA's program,
SJRA has developed a Construction Com-
munication Plan (CCP). The CCP contains
numerous strategies for disseminating infor-
mation about ongoing construction. The plan
includes the GRP Division’s website, direct
mail brochures, signage, public meetings,
community association newsletters and web-
sites, press releases, articles in local maga-
zines and newspapers, along with various
other forms of correspondence.

The Construction Communications Team
(CCT) is one of the strategies within the CCP.
The CCT is made up of local stakeholders
who meet on a bimonthly basis to recommend
strategies to keep the public informed on all
aspects of the project, especially construction
schedules, work zones, and possible alter-
nate routes. Members of the CCT include:
911 representatives, county commissioners,
and staff from The Woodlands Township, lo-
cal chambers of commerce, county officials,
and village and homeowner associations, just
to mention a few.

In addition to the CCT, SJRA has provid-
ed a construction alert scrolling toolbar, water
line Google map, and traffic alert Google map
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For more information or to
schedule an appointment:

AdvancedCardioDr.com
281-866-7701 %

appointments@AdvancedCardioDr.com

“Advanced Cardiovascular
Care Center offers cardiac = = _
services in a warm,
comforting, relaxing
atmosphere. The practice
is committed to high
quality patient care in an f

ever-changing health care
environment.”

Services

Diagnostic Tests ¢ Echocardiography * EKG ¢ Echocardiogram * Carotid Ultrasound
Stress Echo ¢ Nuclear Stress Test ¢ Holter/Event Monitor » Transesophageal ECHO
External Counterpulsation Therapy ¢ Tilt Table ¢ Peripheral Angiography and Stenting
Cardiac Catheterization and Stenting ¢ Carotid Stenting * PFO & ASD Closure
Cardiac MRI/Coronary CTA ¢ Advance Lipid Test * Weight Loss Therapy

Excavation and tunnel boring operation
along Fish Creek Thoroughfare.

that can be found at www.sjra.net/grp. To as-
sist with construction-related inquiries, SIRA
maintains a call center. For more information
please visit our website at www.sjra.net/grp

or contact us at 936-588-1662. ¢
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Dr. Varughese has 3 convenient
locations to serve you:

600 River Pointe Drive, Suite 100 Conroe, Texas 77304
800 Peakwood Drive, Suite 8C Houston, Texas 77090
25329 Highway 45N The Woodlands, Texas 77380
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